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Market Information/Thomas Saloun 
Weekly Shipment Performance w/e 4/17/98 

Industry volume was up +65mm units vs. the prior week to 7.6 billion units. McLane 
continued to shed industry inventory. We estimate the reduction for last week was about 
1.2 billion units. 

PM’s share of industry was unchanged at 43.8%. PM’s Premium SOC at 53.1% was up 
+0.4pp, and Discount SOC at 19.7% was down -1.2pp vs the prior week. PM’s share of 
industry remained low largely due to: a) McLane’s inventory reduction, which negatively 
affects PM; b) Heavy shipments by B&W and Lorillard; and c) Payback from the Marlboro 
and Basic promotions currently at retail. We believe B&W’s volume to be related to the 
new Kool packaging, their “Millennium” trade program (which includes a fixturing drive 
and increased retail presence), and promotional activity. 

Discount category share for the week was 28.0 %, up +0. Ipp vs. last week. 
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April 15,000 
All numbers are rounded. 

V ariance Explanation 

W/e 4/17 

PM-USA's shipments for the week were close to projection. 

W/e 4/IQ 

PM-USA's shipments lor the week were below projection mainly due to larger than anticipated inventory 
reduction by McLane (about 800mm vs 625mm units projected). PM also shipped about 100mm fewer 
promotional units than originally anticipated. 

3 Days Ending 4/3 
N/A 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/ppnm0004 
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